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MINUTES FOR BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING 

April 8
th

, 2014 

6:00 PM 

 

 

The following elected officials were present:  Mayor Coleman, Alderman Cearley, Alderwoman Duff, 

Alderman Huggins, Alderwoman Morrow, and Alderman Withers.   

 

The following staff members were present:  Jim Palenick, Interim Town Manager; Maria Stroupe, 

Administrative Services Director; Gary Buckner, Police Chief; Bill Trudnak, Public Works Director; Steve 

Lambert, Fire Chief; Doug Huffman, Electric Director; and Town Attorney, Thomas Hunn.  Anne Martin, 

Recreation Director, and David Kahler, Community Development Director were absent. 

  

The Mayor Coleman called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   

 

Mayor Coleman opened with the Invocation and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   

 

Mayor Coleman asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Mr. Palenick stated that there 

would be a discussion during the Manager’s Report concerning purchase of a building for the Public Works 

facility.  Mr. Withers made a motion to approve the agenda, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried 

unanimously. 

 

Ms. Duff made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 25, 2014 work session and the March 11, 

2014 regular meeting, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Consent Agenda: 

  

Item 5A was a request to approve a resolution declaring May 11-17, 2014 as “Respect for Law Week”.  This 

designation is made each year.  (Exhibit A)  Mayor Coleman stated that he appreciated the Police Department 

and the work they do in Dallas. 

 

Mr. Withers made a motion to approve the consent agenda, seconded by Ms. Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Recognition of Citizens: 

 

Mr. Daniel Britton, 4202 Springview Dr., stated that a Community Pep Rally is being scheduled for Saturday, 

August 16, 2014 to kick off the new school year for North Gaston High School.  He requested that N. Holland 

St. be closed from W. Trade St. to W. Main St. and that W. Main St. be closed from S. Gaston St. to N. Holland 

St. from 3:00 pm until 7:30 pm.  Ms. Duff made a motion to approve the street closure as requested, seconded 

by Mr. Cearley, and carried unanimously.  Mr. Britton also asked that Police Department be present, that the 

Fire Department provide a truck for children to explore, that the Town provide porta-jons, and that the Town 

give a $1000 donation to defray costs of the event.  Mr. Britton did not say that North Gaston High School or 

the Gaston County School system was in any way sponsoring the event.  Mayor Coleman told Mr. Britton that 

he would need to provide a written request outlining all that he was asking for.  This request could then be 

considered by the Town and a decision could be made concerning the Town’s involvement.  Without this 

written request, outlining all items, the request cannot be approved.  Mr. Britton said he will complete the 

request. 

 

Jim Lowery, Commander of the William A. Stowe, Camp 2142, of the Sons of the Confederate Veterans 

requested Town approval to conduct a Memorial Day service on the Town Square grounds, in front of the 

Courthouse building, on Saturday, May 24, 2014 beginning at 2:00 pm.  This is a recurring yearly event that 
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typically lasts less than 1 hour and does not require extra support from the Town.  The current renovation 

construction at the Courthouse should not inhibit this activity.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to approve the event 

as requested, seconded by Ms. Duff, and carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Dottie Brooks, 3201 Cloninger Road, spoke on behalf of Ms. Charlotte Jenkins, who could not be present.  

A reception is being held on Friday, May 16, 2104 from 6 – 8 pm in honor of Dr. Weerakoon, who is retiring in 

June.  Ms. Brooks extended an invitation to the Town Board and Officials. 

 

Mr. Curtis Wilson, 438 S. Gaston St., expressed his thoughts on the policy for the electronic reader board sign 

at the March work session.  He does not think that a non-profit organization should be charged for a notice 

placed on the sign.  He also does not think, as a business owner, that he would like to pay an advertising fee for 

an ad that does not provide 100% coverage of all cars passing due to the rotating messages.  He would 

particularly like the proposed fee for non-profits to be reconsidered. 

 

Recognition of Employees: 
 

Item 7A was recognition of Charles Richard “Rick” Cook for Thirty Years of Service with the Town of Dallas.  

Rick was hired on March 6, 1984 in the Street and Sanitation Department.  Over the years he has been a driver, 

supervisor, and currently serves as crew leader for Solid Waste.  (Exhibit B) 

 

Item 7B was recognition of Gerald David Thornburg, Jr. for Five Years of Service with the Town of Dallas.  

Gerald was hired on March 23, 2009 and has served the Town since as a maintenance employee within the 

Water and Sewer Department.  (Exhibit C) 

 

Public Hearing: 

 
Mr. Withers made a motion to enter into a public hearing to consider an ordinance to establish and assign zoning 

classification to recently-annexed lots along Lower Dallas Highway.  The Planning Board held a public hearing on 

March 20, 2014 and voted to recommend assigning B-1, Neighborhood Business zoning classification to the lots.  

The adjacent lots that have been annexed into the Town are also all zoned B-1, Neighborhood Business, so this zone 

will be consistent with the plan for, and character of, the adjacent property.  (Exhibit D) 

 

Mr. Huggins made a motion to exit the public hearing, seconded by Ms. Duff, and carried unanimously.  Mr. 

Huggins made a motion to approve the ordinance establishing zoning classification as presented, seconded by Ms. 

Morrow, and carried unanimously. 

 

Old Business: 

 

None 

 

New Business: 

 

Item 10A was a request to appoint two members to the Fire Board.  Due to the death of Earl Withers and the 

resignation of Dr. Thomas Will, there are two vacant seats on the Fire Board that must be appointed by the 

Board of Aldermen.  Mr. Earl Hoyle Withers, II and Mr. Terrell Scott Martin have indicated their interest in 

serving and each has been involved with the Fire Department over a number of years.  The terms are indefinite, 

with members serving until resignation or replacement.  Mr. Huggins made a motion to appoint Mr. Earl Hoyle 

Withers, II and Mr. Terrell Scott Martin to fill the two vacant seats on the Fire Board, seconded by Mr. Cearley, 

and carried unanimously. 
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Item 10B, was consideration of an Electronic Variable Message Board Sign (EVMBS) Policy.  Now that the 

Town has fully installed the EVMBS along Trade Street in the Court Square, the need exists for a policy which 

will govern the use and programming of the sign for display of messages, announcements, and advertising.  A 

draft policy was presented and discussed at length at the March 25
th

 Board of Aldermen Work Session. (Exhibit 

E)  The EVMBS Policy established a three-tiered hierarchy of priority of displaying messages, with Town of 

Dallas messages being of the 1
st
 priority; other governmental and non-profit messages having the 2

nd
 priority; 

and finally, commercial advertising for businesses located within the 28034 zip code possessing the 3
rd

, or 

lowest, priority.  Prohibited messages/advertising would include; individual church messages; political 

candidate or issue advocacy; and advertising of alcohol, tobacco, gambling, prescription drugs, or adult 

entertainment.  Fees would be charged for non-profits at 25 cents per view, and for commercial business 

advertising at 75 cents per view.  All programming would be by application to the Town and on a priority and 

first-come, first-served basis.  There was some discussion concerning the charges for non-profits.  Mayor 

Coleman reiterated that without a policy, there is no basis to place any announcements on the sign.  Once a 

policy is established, if changes to the policy are deemed necessary, that can be accomplished as the need arises.  

Ms. Duff made a motion to approve the policy as presented, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and approved by the 

following vote:  Yays – Alderman Cearley, Duff, Huggins, and Morrow.  Nays – Alderman Withers. 

 

Mr. Palenick gave a Manager’s Report, noting current projects. 

 

Mr. Palenick discussed the purchase of a new storage facility for the Public Works complex.  This item was to 

be addressed in the upcoming budget, as there is a serious need for secure storage at the complex.  The Town 

was presented with an opportunity to purchase a 50’ x 100’ building at a reduced cost from a manufacturer that 

had been commissioned to build this building for a customer that then changed their mind.  (Exhibit F) A 

decision had to be made quickly.  The Board was contacted and a consensus was obtained to move forward with 

the purchase within the necessary time frame.  By taking advantage of this opportunity, Dallas will be able to 

accomplish this storage facility at approximately one half of the originally projected costs.  This year Dallas is 

projected to receive approximately $150,000 in Electric True-Up Refund from Duke Energy.  These funds 

could be used to accomplish this project completely.  Mr. Withers made a motion to approve the purchase and 

outfitting of this storage facility as described, seconded by Mr. Cearley, and approved by the following vote:  

Yays – Alderman Cearley, Huggins, Morrow, and Withers.  Nays – Alderwoman Duff. 

 

As Phase II and Phase III of the Waterline Construction Project continues Town Officials and Staff are 

receiving multiple complaints concerning the contractor, Advanced Development Concepts, particularly in 

respect to maintenance of cuts in the roadways.  By consensus, the Board decided that if the complaints 

continue after contact by Town Staff, that future payments will be held until a contractor representative 

addresses the Board concerning resolution of the situation. 

 

Ms. Duff made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Withers, and carried unanimously. (7:11) 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________      _______________________ 

Rick Coleman, Mayor      Maria Stroupe, Town Clerk 
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